BUILDING NO. 



4. 



CLICK HERE for Multiple Property Listing, "Hyde 
Park Apartment Hotels Thematic Resources" 



BUILDING NA ME: THE MAYFAI R APARTMENTS, 



LOCATION : 1650-1666 East 56th Street, 
COUNTY: Cook _ 



CITY: Chicago . 



STATE: Illinois 



ZIP: 



OWNER: 



Citicorp 



AnDRESS: 399 Park Ave. 



CITY: New York 



STATE: New York ZIP: 10043 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Cook County Recorder of D eeds 

118 N. Clark Street. C hicago. IL 



VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 



APPROXIMATE ACREAGE: 0 . 2 4_ 



Located on the northwest corner of South Hyde Park 
Boulevard and East 55th Street,, the boundary 
follows a line ten (10) feet from the building wall 
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1926 



ARCHITECT AND/OR BUILDER Lowenber g & Lowenberg. architects; J. H. Buttag & 

Chas. Henery, owners; B. W. Construction Co., Con- 
DESCRIPTION: tractor 

The Mayfair is a rectangular (62'xl35'), twelve story red brick building with 
limestone trim and a three story limestone base. Built in the Georgian Revival 
style the three story base is designed in a formal symetrical manner with a 
rusticated lower level with five bays divided by applied columns with Corin- 
thian capitals, balustrades across the bays below the second floor fenestra- 
tion, and a restrained entryway with a flat stone hood supported by ancones. 

The limestone treatment is carried up around the central bay windows at the 
fourth level and is finished with a cornice with dentils and a broken swan 
pediment. The applied column and balustrade treatment is carried around t e 
side elevation as well, which also contains a series of shop windows divided 
by rusticated stone columns. At the 11th floor level, the balustrade treat- 
ment is repeated, as is the stone cornice and broken swan pediment over the 
central bay windows. All the windows, except those at the first level, are 
wood double hung 6/6. The upper brick portion of the building is framed wi 
brick. quoins and a projecting stone cornice with dentils. 

Having 88 apartment units, the Mayfair ranks as one of the smaller of the apart- 
ment hotels in Hyde Park. 



SIGNIFICANCE: 

The Mayfair is a distinctive example of the use of past styles and ornament to 
provide the sense of tradition so important to linking the apartment hotel forms 
to ones found most acceptable in the past. In the Mayfair can be seen the de- 
signer’s conscious attempt to use familiar classical ornamentation at the three 
lower levels, and to even repeat it at the top level in order to direct the 
attention of those close by to the more moderate and less threatening first few 
stories, as well as to downplay the building’s height. The ornamentation on the 
Mayfair suggests a sense of intimacy that is surprising in light of the actual 
scale of the building. 
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May 17, 1980. For further information call (202) 343-9552. 
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